APPENDIX 3

Extract from Hitchin Initiative Response to NHDC Car Parking Charge Proposals October 2014 and
the Hitchin Initiative Alternative Proposals.

Summary

1. It is not necessary to bring in charges that could cause the ‘tipping point’ with
the consequential, irreversible damage to our Town Centre vibrancy.

2. Ideally there would be no car parking charge increases in North Herts until after
the 2015 Car Parking Review. We would welcome the time to carry out further
work with NHDC to ensure a more complete, forward thinking holistic solution that
takes full account of the recent Government reviews relating to car parking charge
transparency.

3. In the absence of the above not being a viable solution Hitchin Initiative, on
behalf of thousands of others commend the Hitchin Initiative alternative plan, a
constructive alternative which will have popular support.

4. Hitchin Initiative urge you not to ignore the overwhelming voice of public and
business opinion that says ‘NO’ to Evening and Sunday charging.

Hitchin Initiative are grateful to the Portfolio Holder, Hitchin Ward Councillors,
officers of the Council, the civic groups and societies, representatives from the
Hitchin business community and the public for their engagement in this
consultation.
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Q1 North Hertfordshire District Council is
committed to raising car parking charges
by 16.6% overall to make up for inflation
since the last increases in 2010. This
decision has already been made and we
now look for the most sensible way to
implement this for all sections of the
Hitchin community.Hitchin Initiative
proposes a re-alignment of current car
parking charges to satisfy NHDC’s
requirement to raise car parking revenue by
£150,000 per annum from Hitchin. Our plan
negates the need to introduce Sunday and
evening charges and promotes the use of
The Lairage multi storey car park without
raising the current 1 hour charge in all
other car parks.The Hitchin Initiative plan
would simplify the charging regime in
short-term car parks to £1 for 1 hour, £2 for
2 hours, £3 for 3 hours and £4 for 4 hours
thus relieving the frustration of scrabbling
for mixed coinage or the irritation that
payment machines do not give change.
Details of both the NHDC charging proposal
and Hitchin Initiative plan can be found
at www.hitchinforum.org.uk ;
www.htci.org.uk and
www.hitchinbid.co.uk Hitchin Initiative is
keen to assess the public reaction to both
the NHDC proposal and the alternative
Hitchin Initiative plan and would ask that
you play your part in deciding the future of
car parking charges in Hitchin by picking
just one of these two options. Thank you for
taking part in this important survey the
results of which Hitchin Initiative will
include in its full submission to the NHDC
Portfolio holder.
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I support the
Hitchin... |
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Answer Cholces Responses
| support the Hitchin Initiative allernative plan 97.94% 989
| support the NHDC proposal to charge for Evening and Sunday parking in Hitchin 2.06% 21
Total 1,020
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