NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL
DECISION SHEET

Meeting of the Cabinet held in the Council Chamber, District Council Offices, Gernon Road,
Letchworth, Herts, SG6 3JF
on Tuesday, 11th February, 2025 at 7.30 pm

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Val Bryant and Tamsin Thomas.
No other apologies were received.

MINUTES - 14 JANUARY 2025

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on 14 January 2025 be
approved as a true record of the proceedings and be signed by the Chair.

NOTIFICATION OF OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business notified.

CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

(1) The Chair advised that, in accordance with Council Policy, the meeting would be recorded.

(2) The Chair reminded Members that the Council had declared both a Climate Emergency
and an Ecological Emergency. These are serious decisions, and mean that, as this was an
emergency, all of us, Officers and Members had that in mind as we carried out our various
roles and tasks for the benefit of our District.

(3) The Chair drew attention to the item on the agenda front pages regarding Declarations of
Interest and reminded Members that, in line with the Code of Conduct, any Declarations of

Interest needed to be declared immediately prior to the item in question.

(4) The Chair advised for the purposes of clarification that 4.8.23(a) of the Constitution did not
apply to this meeting.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There was no public participation at the meeting.
ITEMS REFERRED FROM OTHER COMMITTEES

The Chair advised that the item referred from the Finance Audit and Risk Committee would be
taken with the respective item on the agenda.

HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION GRANT ALLOCATIONS AND UPDATE
RESOLVED: That Cabinet:

(1) Approved the funding proposals for the in-year award of Homelessness Prevention Grant
for 2024/25 as set out in Table 3 in paragraph 8.3.

(2) Approved the funding proposals for the allocation of part of the 2025/26 award of
homelessness grants as outlined in Table 4 in paragraph 8.4 3.
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REASON FOR DECISIONS: There is a need to secure additional services for homeless
households in the district. Adopting the recommendations at 2.1A and 2.1B secures the
provision of high-quality local services to help those in need, which is also consistent with the
priorities set out in the Council’'s Housing Strategy (2024 — 2029).

PROPOSED PARKING TARIFFS FOR 2025/26
RESOLVED: That Cabinet:

(1) Noted the summary of comments and responses received to the Proposed Parking Tariff
consultation at section 8.2 and the more detailed comments at Appendix C.

(2) Agreed to adopt the proposed off-street and on-street car park tariffs for 2025/26 as set
out in Tables 1 to 6 at Appendix B as outlined in paragraphs 8.2.11 and 8.2.12 of this
report, referred to as Option 3.

(3) Agreed not to increase the charges for Season Tickets for each of its long stay car parks
or business permits for its car park at St. Martins Road in Knebworth for 2025/26.

(4) Agreed to increase the charges for resident permits, visitor permits, business permits and
visitor tickets for resident parking zones for 2025/26 as set out in Section 8.4 of this report.

(5) Agreed that the proposed tariff changes, as recommended and approved in paragraphs
2.2 above, are implemented as soon as practicable, and that officers in consultation with
the interim Executive Member for Planning and Transport proceed with the implementation
as required.

(6) Agreed that the proposed increases for resident, visitor and business permits and visitor
tickets in resident parking zones, as recommended and approved in paragraphs 2.4
above, are implemented as soon as practicable, and that officers in consultation with the
interim Executive Member for Planning and Transport proceed with the implementation as
required.

(7) Agreed to the implementation of customers paying for parking sessions whilst parked and
charging within ‘designated electric vehicle charging bays only’ later in the financial year
2025/26 as set out in section 8.5 of this report and that the Service Director - Regulatory in
consultation with the Executive Member for Planning and Transport proceed with the
implementation as required.

(8) Agreed that Officers proceed with the issuing of the necessary Notice of Variation to the
2024 OffiStreet Parking Traffic Regulation Orders and the 2023 On-Street Consolidation
Order as required to implement the increases recommended at 2.2 and 2.4 and approved
above.

(9) Noted as part of the pay on exit scheme set out in paragraph 8.3.1 of this report that
visitors will be charged the maximum period of stay for that car park if they do not ‘Check
Out’ after completing their parking session.

REASON FOR DECISIONS: To implement an increase in car parking tariffs and permits
within resident parking zones in order to effectively manage their use and in accordance with
the Council’'s fees and charges policy as set out in its Medium- Term Financial Strategy
(MTES). To set car parking tariffs that support the achievement of modal shift away from
private car use and to help support the vitality of town centres.
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BUDGET 2025/26 (REVENUE BUDGET AND INVESTMENT STRATEGY)

RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL: That it:
(1) Notes the position on the Collection Fund and how it will be funded.

(2) Notes the position relating to the General Fund balance and that due to the risks identified
a minimum balance of £2.6 million is recommended.

(3) Notes the net revenue savings that are likely to be required in future years, combined with
the Chief Finance Officer's section 25 report (Appendix D) which provides a commentary
on the risks and reliability of estimates contained in the budget.

(4) Approves the revenue savings and investments as detailed in Appendix B.

(5) Approves the capital programme as detailed in Appendix C, adjusted by the removal of
NCP4 which will now be funded within the allocation for ECP4.

(6) Approves a net expenditure budget of £22.792m, as detailed in Appendix E.

(7) Approves a Council Tax increase of 2.99%, which is in line with the provisions in the
Medium Term Financial Strategy.

(8) Approves the Investment Strategy as detailed in Appendix F.

(9) Approves the adoption of the four clauses in relation to the Code of Practice on Treasury
Management (as detailed in paragraphs 8.32 to 8.35).

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS:

(1) To ensure that all relevant factors are considered in arriving at a budget (revenue and
capital) and Council Tax level for 2025/26. To ensure that the budget is aligned to Council
priorities for 2024-28 as set out in the Council Plan.

(2) The Council’s Investment Strategy is set to comply with relevant statutory guidance,
including the CIPFA Prudential Code. The Strategy also sets out the Council’'s approach to
risks in relation to the investment of surplus cash.



