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The report considered by Overview and Scrutiny Committee at the meeting held on 11
March 2025 can be viewed here: Agenda for Overview and Scrutiny Committee on
Tuesday, 11th March, 2025, 7.30 pm | North Herts Council

RECOMMENDED TO CABINET: The adoption of the amended RIPA Policy (Appendix A
— to include updated titles within the appendix to the Policy).

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION: To comply with the best practice guidance and
the Committee’s terms of reference.

Audio recording — 6 minutes 28 seconds
N.B. Councillor Laura Williams entered the Chamber at 19:37.

The Legal Manager and Deputy Monitory Officer presented the reported entitled ‘Regulation
of Investigatory Powers Act (‘RIPA’) Update and Annual Review’ and advised that:

e  The report provided an overview of the compliance with RIPA and highlighted the minor
amendments that had been made to the RIPA policy as part of the annual review.

e  The amendments were largely administrative and included the updates to officer titles
as part of the staffing restructure which would be further finessed.

e  The amendments also ensured consistency with the Home Office Code of Practice and
clarification on the use of social media during investigations.

e The report was being brought to the committee to maintain transparency and
accountability on the use of investigatory powers.

Councillor Matt Barnes asked a question and in response, the Legal Manager and Deputy
Monitoring Officer advised that all officers were made aware of the updated RIPA policy and
designated officers were given proper training to make sure that collaboration with third parties
took place appropriately.

Councillor Matt Barnes proposed, and Councillor Jon Clayden seconded, and following a vote
it was:

RESOLVED: That the Committee noted the content of the report.

RECOMMENDED TO CABINET: The adoption of the amended RIPA Policy (Appendix A — to
include updated titles within the appendix to the Policy).

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION: To comply with the best practice guidance and the
Committee’s terms of reference.


https://democracy.north-herts.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=134&MId=3619&Ver=4
https://democracy.north-herts.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=134&MId=3619&Ver=4

